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Brrr - there's a chill in the air! 
We look at the new smash-hit computer 
animated movie, Ice Age, and also step 
back in time to examine when our Earth 

really was in the grip of vast glaciers 
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Continues next week! 


ursting ] > anew a llenge or even try 
our screens mputer £ new sport Spring Into 
Age. It's a hilarious frosty flick, ; Action, write and let us know all about it at: 
but how much of the story could be true? Check out : Funday Times, PO Box 495, London E98 1ST 
page 5 where we take a look at the prehistoric : or funday times@sunday-times co.uk 

animals on which the film's characters are based, : 

and we reveal some stunning secrets about the real : Take care and have a great week! 

ce age. We've also got the ultimate guide to the ; 


y making of this magnificent movie on page 6 : 
f Say hello to our latest character - Brainbox-on : Dee 
=F page4 The brilliant boffin can answer any : e Dave, 


question you throw at him - so put him to the editor 


How are you springing into action? Write in and tell us! 


PICTURES: REUTERS/KIERAN DOHERTY. PA, ATLANTIC SYNDICATION. ©SWNS/CARL DE SOUZA 
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Diggit's Victoria, Paul and Laura 


eee 


fiahting up 
the world 


Her Majesty the Queen sent the Jubilee 
Commonwealth Baton on its way from 
Buckingham Palace earlier this month, 


on an 85-day world tour that willsee it : 
return to Manchester on July 25 forthe _ i 
| animations 


opening of the Commonwealth Games. 

The baton will travel to 23 of the 72 

Commonwealth nations, including i 

Singapore and Malta, before returning é / 

to Britain for a 50-day tour. Sir Roger 

Bannister, the first man to break the i 

four-minute mile, took the baton from — 

the Queen in the forecourt of Buckingham Palace. Record-breaking 
milers Seb Coe and 


The Queen with the chairman of > | i Steve Cram then took 
Manchester 2002, Charles Allen, _ - zit along The Mall as it 


and Sir Roger Bannister | - began its 103,000km 
re fo j - journey. The baton 


_ was also passed 

l between other sports 

` stars on The Mall, 
including Olympic 

_ champion rower 

| Sir Steve Redgrave 
and gold medal curler 


Ss a eee e 


| Rhona Martin. 


adds. 


be at work at 4.45am every 

Saturday] but it's not like hard 
labour because | love what I'm 
doing. Diggit has given me so 
many opportunities,” sighs Laura. 
"My best bit so far was going ice- 
skating with Samantha Mumba!” 


Laura Jaye, 18, and Victoria 
Hickson, 18, have now been 
presenting Disney's Diggit on 
GMTV for exactly a year 

"It was my first presenting job,” 
Laura tells Funday “I couldn't 
believe it when | got it, | was like 
"Yes, I've made it!" Since then 
Laura hasn't looked back. "It's 
been one big experience. I've 
learned loads, I've met lots of 
people and hopefully my 
presenting has got better and 
better!" she laughs. Laura is 
relieved that she has never made 
a major mistake on air "I have 
forgotten my lines but Paul and 
Victoria are always there to help 
me out,” 


"It can be 


The £699 Stingray is a brand new 
battery-powered bicycle that can 
travel 64km without being 
pedalled or recharged. The 
Stingray Is very similar to a 
moped but is classified as a pedal 
bike. That means it doesn't need 
to be taxed or have a number- 
plate and can be parked in the 
street for free! Other battery- 
powered bikes have been made 
before but the Stingray's 
manufacturer claims that it 
travels for longer periods 
without needing to be 

recharged. At 41kg the bike is 
light and its top speed ts 24kph 
"It costs nothing to run because 
the batteries charge up 
whenever you pedal or go 
downhill," says Nick Cheras, from 
the company that sells the 
bicycles. "It's also silent and 
pollution-free so it's completely 
environmentally friendly.” 
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The story so far - Plans to give i dE | j i 0 (ye 
the garden a spruce up have a ea 


got completely out of hand, LA j 


and Tom's in the firing line! I'm Brainbox - 


the Funday 
Øboffin! Send in a 
uzzling question 

you want to 
know the answer 
to and see if my 

friends and 

I can answer it 


What does a shark's skin feel like? 
Mary Stretton, 9, Portsmouth 
One trait of sharks, skates and rays 
[known as elasmobranchs] is that 
aT Wi ; most of them have lots of tiny 
WHOOP: ee f PAY "teeth" covering their bodies 
SONEN He A i These "teeth" are only 1mm long 
and are called dermal denticles. 
These "teeth" vary from one part 
of the body to another and from 
one species to another, but in all 
cases, if you stroke the body of 
one, it is typically smooth towards 
the tail and rough towards the 
head. We think these teeth help 
sharks go quicker through water, 
by reducing water friction on their 
bodies — and they protect the 


A 
ə 


shark too. People are copying this 
technology of nature to make 
boats, planes and cars more 
efficient. Olympic swimmers even 


- 


short fin Mako shark [capable 

of speeds of up to 95kph'] 

In the past, this rough shark 

skin - or shagreen - was used 

by carpenters as sandpaper! 
Answer by Clive James of 

The Shark Trust 
www sharktrust.org 


if you have a question for 
Brainbox, write to: Brainbox, 

The Funday Times, PO Box 
495, London E98 1ST or e-mail 
brainbox@sunday-times.co.uk 
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HAVE AN IGE DAY, 


aaa alan ice age, which s ; 

took place between 100,000 and Manny is a woolly mammoth - a huge Sid is a giant ground sloth which 

10,000 years ago. mammal that had almost identical existed in the Pliocene and 

seesscsossoossoossssosoososo $ DNA to the present-day elephant. Diego ıs a Smiloden or sabre-toothed » Pleistocene periods. Unlike today's 
Eight species of woolly mammoth tiger However, the name is tree-dwelling sloths, giant ground 
emerged in the Pleistocene period misleading as sabre-toothed "tigers" sloths had to reach up into trees 


are not ancestors of today's tigers 
The sabre-toothed tiger emerged in 
the Late Pleistocene era and became 
extinct approximately 10,000 years 
ago. It was about 30cm shorter than 


for leaves to eat. Although Sid is 
only 2m tall, giant ground sloths 
grew as tall as 6m, weighing about 
3 tonnes! All four species of 
ground sloth became extinct 


and became extinct about 4,000 years 
ago. They grew to about 3 3m tall 
and - as inhabitants of the ice age 
grasslands — had thick, shaggy coats 
and huge upturned tusks. Early man 


Baby Roshan is a Neanderthal. 
Neanderthal man lived from about 
150,000 to 35,000 years ago. They 
were slightly smaller and stockier 
than modern man, 


Jgeucccececccececessceeteeeeueeneee 


with heavier probably hunted the mammoth to today's lions but nearly twice as approximately 10,000 years ago. 
features, a extinction — the last of which lived heavy. Unlike lions, the sabre-toothed 

strong jaw on Wrangel Island, north of Siberia. + tiger didn't have a long tail - 

and suggesting that it didn't chase its 
-prominent prey but caught it using an ambush 

lines on their 

brow — 

Neanderthals 
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lived ın Europe, the 


z, 


developed from Neanderthals — : : 
fact, at one point the two probably > ° 
existed at the same time. : : 
; . : 

a : 


PALAEOCENE EOCENE OLIGOCENE MIOCENE PLIOCENE | PLEISTOCENE if 
65-58 million years ago 57-35 million years ago 34-24 million years ago 24-5.3 million yearsago 5.3-2 million years agoe 2 million-10000 years ago 


Dinosaurs extinct First horses Grasslands emerge First large First humans Woolly mammoths, Last ice age ends 
predatory mammals & giant sloths sabre-toothed tigers, and woolly mammoths 
3 Neanderthal man die out 
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fantastic," shrieked Becky from wa ® zes animals Sid and Scrat — joined in the 


allISTARS, as the band huddled 
with Liberty X in the swirling 
snow, for our photographs. "I've 
even spotted an ice rink in a tent, 


fun and games at the party, and her 
kids even had their faces painted to 
look like their favourite Ice Age 

heroes 


CHILLING OUT! 


Following the cool Ice Age movie 
premiere, Funday joins the stars at 


the after-snow party! so I'm going to try that out next!" True to her 
A monster flick like Ice Age requires a mammoth "It's a lovely day - the film was word, Becky 
premiere party, and that's exactly what it got! great, and we're really glad we took to the ice, 
London's Roof Gardens, in Kensington, were could come We were supposed watched by 


to be recording in the studio this morning, but a : Kevin from Liberty X, who 
is much better," added ~ changed his mind 

Kelli from Liberty X J about skating at the 
"Oh yes, this is so much f last minute and 
better,” added Jessica $ remained firmly on the 
"We watched the film, sidelines. "Yes, I'm not 
and now we're having sure what happened 

a lovely time at the to Kevin, but I've 
party too." ended up skating on my own, so here's my 
Kym Marsh - shown best Torvill and Dean impression, without a 
here with Ice Age funny partner!" giggled Becky 


transformed into a winter wonderland for the 
bash last 
week, 

$ complete 
with an ice 
rink and a 
blizzard of 
real snow on 
the outdoor 
terraces! 
"The party is 


Ice Age is out now! 


| Ice Age is a hilarious 
computer animated movie 
that follows the adventures of 
two unlikely pals - Manny the 
mammoth and Sid the sloth 
When the pair rescue a baby - 
called Roshan - from a pack of 
hungry tigers, they set off to 
return the toddler to its family 


Sid ts the silver screen's 
first starring sloth! 
He's also a lot faster than 
you might expect. "We had 
to let go of the slow stuff 
early on," admits Ice Age 
director Chris Wedge : e 
"He just looked so funny 4 a T ; ae; 
that I wanted to use the FA A ; sS [: pi The best nev 
character a lot - but you 4 a pe SS ge Ee is so cool .. 
couldn't have a slow sloth f 4 e = b i ; 
and a big slow mammoth in ; S ANGT ,. chills out v 


the same movie.” 


American TV star Ray 
Romano provides the 
voice for Manny, but he 
denies that his character's 
looks were based on him! 
"They filmed me while | was 
speaking the lines," chuckles 
Ray. "Then they made his 
nose a lot bigger! | didn't 
like that." Although Roshan 
seems to like hugging it! 


The third creature in 


Even though he doesn't 

speak, Scrat, the part- the pack is Diego, a 
squirrel, part-rat [and the only sinister sabre-toothed tiger 
fictional creature in Ice Age] Diego's got designs on the 


cute Roshan that Manny 
and Sid are trying to 
protect — although his 
plans are thwarted by their 
encounters with snow, 
lava, floods and a pack of 
doomed dodos! 


steals the movie with his crazy 
antics. He desperately tries to 
bury as many acorns as possible 
before the ground freezes! 


At the start of the film, 
5 poor Sid discovers that 
he's been abandoned by his 
friends and family as they 
flee the big freeze. He's all 
alone, until he manages to 
latch on to Manny - who 
doesn't much like him either! 


Manny is a lonely mammoth whose family 
& was killed by human hunters. The last thing 
he wants is to care for a human baby but Sid 
insists they return Roshan to her parents 


One of the most eye-catching 
things in the movie is the 
realistic water that the animators 
created. Chris Wedge credits this to 
a new computer program called 
Ray Tracing. "It does a very 
accurate job of mimicking the way 
light rays work," he explains. "And 

it works especially well with 
§ materials that reflect and refract 
light, such as water." 


took place - and the film makers were careful 
f to stick to historically-correct creatures for their 


Í cast. However, director Chris Wedge was unable to 5 


resist one token dino-star. "We did manage to get 
a dinosaur in there," he admits. "But that's a gag 
for the audience to find.” 


The voice actors 

recorded their voices 
alone in a studio 
"| never saw another actor 
the whole time,” says Ray 
Romano. And despite 
sparking up a great on- 
screen chemistry with his 
sidekick Sid: "I only met 
John Leguizamo once 
during the production - at 
an awards show," he adds 


So, 

i dea was 
getting into 
the character 
of a sloth a 
tricky task for 
Hollywood 
star John 
Leguizamo? 
"After | 
picked the 
voice, they 
drew some 
stuff and 
made some 
f clay 
sculptures 
and that's 
when 
I started to 
see him," he laughs. "And the great thing is, the 
animators actually make you funnier than you 
really are!" 


gee 
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Dinosaurs had died out before the last ice age | 
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nimating vast fields of white snow and | 
ice was a lot more difficult than you 5 


Í white, but the time of day and the time of year 
influence how snow looks and the colours that 
come through. So, we had to take that into 

consideration,” Chris explains 


"i didn't 


actually find it è 


inhibiting to be all 
alone in a recording 
room,” John recalls 
"You can just go off 
and do whatever you 
want. You can be 
free. They record 
everything and they 
just pick the best 
bits." 


"At 


the 
beginning, 
| asked if 
| they 
wanted me 
dos 
anything 
= with my 
voice for 
Manny," 
remembers 
Ray 
"Should 
I make it 
low? 
Í Should I 
Í not be as 
f New York? 
And they 
said just talk, let it be what it is. He's a big, 
lumbering, slow-moving kind of guy and I guess 
I have that quality.” 


Director Chris 

Wedge provides 
the "voice" of Scrat, but 
his starring role came 

| about by accident 
"Like we do with lots of 
voices, we just put mine 
in temporarily,” he 
explains. "But we liked 

Í the way that it sounded and couldn't think of 
a better way to do it, so we just-left it in." 


oo 


m that Chris is 


z So, it's not surprising to lea 


secretly proud that Scrat is one of the film's best- $ 
loved characters. "Yes, how convenient,” he chuckles 


a ss Poe he ADR N T weg EEE So ESTES S Ty DM 


are 


would expect. "You might think that snow is just f 
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EIDE x RE Pan Ah ROTTENOL Wy 
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PENER GET RID OF THIS 
LOT—OUT TH 
GRR! YOU CLUMSY FOOL! 
COME DOWN HERE AND GET | Ty Deso ec one 


Snow and surf gear maker O'Neill 
has just released the latest edition 
of its personalised contact cards 
With full-colour action shots of 
the 
O'Neill 
Pro Team 
on one 
_ -A side [they 
~ 4 take it to 
f the max!] 
and your 
personal details on the other - 
they are so cool! Just choose a 
surf or snow 


RID OF ALL THIS RUBBISH! 


7 ot pas ea ‘ awe a | a 
7 PA E LP ee he By — : ` ionam 
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action shot 

and you're <” 
away — plus, ONEI 
it's free! 
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MAE that the Bradford boy, who was 

; " bullied because of his stammer, 

has done well. Gareth may have 

missed out on Pop Idol but he's 
expected to 
hit the top 
spot in the 
charts today 
with his 


y a P DOWN TOWN. Li M 
Ba PE TAKE IT THERE WW 
7 
PHEW! IT’S HARD WORK SWANNS ALE WOW EFI B A S Whether he's a flash in the pan 
ALFIE TLL SWOP YOU THESE IT S REALLY EASY TO WOWEEL ican Toron aay or sticks around for longer than a 
BOXING GLOVES FOR YOUR SHOVE THE BARROW ee Ey single or two, there’ . 
ae, or two, s no denying 
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GRR! ALL OUR BEST JUMBLE ę WELL. DID YOU 
GOODS-—-RUINED! WE LL NEVER Va 5 >. GET RID OF ALL 
BE ABLE TO SELL IT NOW 7 ` THAT JUNK? MADE ME TAKE AWAY 
ALL THE JUNKI 


SMASHED THERE 


If you are a webhead and have 
discovered a great site, or have 
created one of your own, spin 
me a mail and tell me all about 


Cer NOT EXACTLY. 


D. C, THOMSON & CO., LTD, 2002 it on webby@sunday-times.co.uk 


DIVINE MINI EGGS QQ 


Wrapped in gorgeous purple 
shells, these mini de 


MONSTERS, INC. EGG 00000 
ove the smash-hit film and you love 
gs as well, so mix the two together 


-found that one is never eno 


one bag, that is! 
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Funday's going Spring Fresh! 


n i g = 5 


PICTURE: AP/HERMANN J KNIPPERTZ 
% 4 q > ri : = A 


k 


RIT OF ACTING 


SA Buzz! caught up with Britney Spears this week, while she 
tours the world promoting her debut movie, Crossroads 


A Hi Britney, how Important is it A en 
i to you to get recognition as = = ai 
Kit [Zoe Saldana], Mimi [Taryn Manning] and Lucy [Britney Spears] AR PEES ag you cream 
hit the road with Mimi's mysterious friend Ben [Anson Mount] of getting an Oscar one day? 
Well, this is my first movie, so I'm ` 
not really expecting an Academy 
Award! But in the future | would love to 
get recognition, so we'll see 
Are the songs you sing in the fiim a 
reflection of your own experiences? 
A lot of the songs from my third album 
were really going towards the movie, 
and the character, Lucy, but I can 
personally relate to them 
On your new single you sing about not 
being a girl and not yet being a woman 
~ 50, what are you? 
Well, I'm not a man! No, seriously - the song is talking about growing up 
and coming into your own and finding yourself. ; 
What was it like hanging out with a group of girls in Crossroads? 
| grew up with three girlfriends back at home, and to this day | still hang 
out with them | wanted to do a movie that I could relate to and that girls 
could just watch and really appreciate with their friends. 
Was filming Crossroads more fun than performing your music? 
It was a lot more laid back than doing music videos. Making music Is a lot 
more fun for me, but it was a nice experience, a nice change 
Will you pursue your film career? 
I hope so. ! would love to make another film 
How did you prepare for the movie - did you take acting lessons? 
i ; Well, | took acting classes when I was 12 and 13 on the Mickey Mouse 
f After eignt years apars Club, but I had a week before the film to get a good idea of who Lucy 
childhood friends Mimi, Kit and nat “a was, which helped me a lot 
P ap eee How much Britney Spears is actually in Lucy? 
ae es ot he casein ——— -I thinkin the end scene a little bit of Britney comes out because l'm 
performing and I'm singing. Yeah, 1 think that's probably the one scene 
Lucy discovers that she shares a where I'm not acting so much 
passion for songwriting with What was it like performing with Michael Jackson at his recent 
= Ben and together they create anniversary concerts? 
Í I'm Not A Girl, Not Yet A Woman That was one of the most amazing things I've ever done I didn't realise 
_ what had happened until I got off the stage and | was like: "I just 
performed with Michael Jackson, man!" It was a really amazing 
experience for me because The Way You Make Me Feel, the song that 
I performed with him, is one of my all-time favourites, so it was awesome 
| was really honoured that he wanted to do that song with me 
What is life like at the moment - do you ever get a chance to just be 
human, like everyone else? 
I'm just doing what I love and whenever I get a moment to just be 
human, as you say, | hang out with my girlfriends | have a team of 
people that I've been working with for three years and whenever we 
have a chance to go out and party, we take advantage We work hard . 
and we party hard! 


Crossroads [cert 
To raise money for their PG] opens across 
trip, the girls enter a talent the UK on Friday 
show and wow the crowd "E 

with their rendition of z : 

I Love Rock 'N' Roll 
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Lucy, Kit and Mimi unearth their time 
capsule, and a childhood friendship pact 
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So you've really 
the GREEN MAN 
from inside the By KED gvy 
ER All the time 


LET'S ROCK! 


Lead singer Josie, ditzy drummer Melody and tough 
bass player Val are musical outcasts who steer clear of 
boyband ballads and bang out hip rock melodies. Now, 
they just wanna be famous! 


i The other f-mailers will ‘l 
receive a copy of the video j j DN Hilary Dixon, 10, Chipping 


and a chocolate cat ; D Sodbury 


You always have to keep an eye on Squirt! 


COMPETITION ADDRESS Send answers to all competitions 
to us at: The Funday Times, PO Box 5073, Leighton 
Buzzard LU95 1AY Competition deadline April 3 


You can e-mail your competition answers to 
funday comps@sunday-times.co.uk 
Sorry, but only one e-mail per entrant will be accepted 


| al roy spats] x 
— of syi | c] 
Out this Friday, Crossroads [cert PG] | 
is pop starlet Britney Spears's big- ef B J ) 
screen debut. It's a great girl's 
movie all about friendship, love Il l 


and staying true to your dreams! 
Childhood friends Lucy [Britney 
Spears], Kit [Zoe Saldana] and Mimi 
1 [Taryn Manning] get together after 
Í eight years apart and embark on 
Í a road trip to celebrate the end 
of high school. 
-= The movie features Britney's recent 
single Overprotected, as well as new track I'm Not A Girl, Not Yet A 
Woman, the third single to be taken from the Britney album. 
Momentum Pictures is offering one winner and a group of friends 
a private screening of Crossroads at their local cinema [subject to 
availability]. The winner and five runners-up will receive a goody bag 
containing a mini sticker iZone camera, poster and CD single. 


To enter, tell us the name of Britney's 
debut album 


To enter, tell us what 


Mark your entry l hort f 
e-mail is short for. 


CROSSROADS and send it, 
with your name, age and 
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Clodagh Landers, 
12, Blackrock 


NEW iS) 
Funday picks out the 


best of this week's 
sporting action 


Today IAAF world D 3 
cross-country championships, Dublin 


Ireland's running hero Sonia O'Sullivan 
remarkably won both the short-course and 
- long-course events at these championships in 
; ae i 1998, but victory today on the short-course, in 
front of her hometown fans, would be just as 
special. Coverage is on Sunday Grandstand on 
BBC2 from 1.30pm 


Wednesday 
England v Italy, 
Elland Road 


Alessandro Del Piero 
l : $ Pa ; [on left] will be the 
= g pi ; h a aS ee pa" RN dangerman England 


"$ against Italy [kick-off 
8pm]. Meanwhile, the 
Republic of Ireland play 
Denmark [kick-off 7.30pm] at Lansdowne Road - 
as preparations for the World Cup finals continue 
The games are live on Sky Sports 1 and 2 


Looking at the list ofp l 
at this year, it's very, nage Do you: enjoy all the 


Everyone’s favourite platform alien, 
Rayman, is back on the PSOne 
: t : re oe el Bush s sees she Es lela 
"by it it at all. This was my artaj when ! was : is pal a high-speed race 
/ 3 : i ot tades. D: py clechte eaters 
excited when am ‘9 por 
attacking pillars or turn them on your 
opponent to sabotage their race 
To mark the game's release, Ubi Soft is offering 
two winners a PSOne console and a copy 
of the game 
Plus, 15 runners-up each get a copy of 
the game 


Di | events - Í sally IS freestyie. To enter, tell us the name of another 
S £ ` be goir ss the flat bottom of = Rayman character. 


Mark your entry 
RAYMAN and send it, 
with your name, age 
- ; =e : pm. : and address, to the 
For more information on Bike 2002, click on www.thebikeshow.com competition address on 


or call the ticket hotline on 0870 902 0444 page 11 


OK WHO Pur CHEWING 
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